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Juan Herreros Arquitectos and Fiedler Marciano Architecture are pleased to submit for your 
consideration, our quali� cations and preliminary concepts for the From the Ground Up: 
InnoÅatiÅe Green Homes competition.  Our multi-disciplinary project team is comprised of 
award winning professionals that represent the highest leÅel of design expertise in their 
respectiÅe � elds.  Buro Happold is proÅiding both enÅironmental consulting and structural 
engineering for the project, and landscape design serÅices are being proÅided by Balmori 
Associates.

As architects we haÅe witnessed the failures of affordable urban housing on many leÅels, 
and recognize the multi-faceted challenges faced by communities building today.  We feel 
exemplary design can serÅe as the catalyst to help deÅelopers and communities surmount 
political, social and economic challenges.

Our interest in participating in this competition is to establish a methodology for addressing 
the challenges of affordable and sustainable home design that can be applied not only to 
the Near Westside in Syracuse, but uniÅersally to sites around the world. 

To achieÅe the goal of producing designs of architectural signi� cance and societal reso-
nance, it is our belief that a comprehensiÅe approach must be adopted that considers, in 
a holistic and regionally speci� c way, issues of community, enÅironment, culture and eco-
nomics.  By promoting an adaptiÅe regional approach as a model for progressiÅe design, 
new paradigms for the single family home can begin to emerge.  

A shared commitment to sustainable architecture, through new technologies and proÅen 
approaches in passiÅe enÅironmental design, is central to our approach.  HoweÅer we rec-
ognize that the concept of sustainability extends beyond enÅironmental design and pen-
etrates the realms of community and culture.  Sustainability is not only a requirement in 
the script of the protection of our planet, it is a contemporary concern that talks about a 
new sensibility, a new relation with the world and a new series of aesthetic experiences. It 
is a new architecture deriÅed from an agenda which pursues the intelligent use of natural 
resources.  This attracts us because we understand that it encloses the possibility of the 
renewal of our entire architectonic repertoire.

Juan Herreros    Mark Fiedler
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The information contained in the following sketchpad pages re� ects a snapshot of the 
design teamÅs collective thinking on the themes raised in the competition brief.  Our intent 
has been to pursue an adaptive regional approach towards the issues of sustainable and 
affordable single-family home design that can be applied to other areas of the country or 
the world.   Our hope is that critical consideration of environmental, societal, economic, 
and cultural factors within the region will ultimately yield a design solution that is relevant, 
and grounded in the speciç cs of its location, while establishing a methodology that can be 
applied with universal success. 

On èyracuseÅs Near Westside, this inclusive regional attitude will allow the design to recon-
sider established land use patterns, to incorporate passive design strategies that respond 
to the local climate, to make use of building materials, processes and labor resources that 
are available within the upstate region, to evaluate the speciç c spatial needs of families on 
the Near Westside, to pursue simple and efç cient home designs that reinterpret and extend 
regional architectural traditions, and to address the unique economic and social needs of 
the local community, in order to insure a sustainable future.

ADAPTIVE REGIONALISM

COMMUNITY

ENVIRONMENT

CULTURE ECONOMY
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CLUSTERS

-continued redevelopment

-joint ownership of adjacent lots

-potential to cluster homes

-allows more � eÅible land use

-material savings

-additional decrease in surface

 area

INFILL

-in� ll eÅisting empÅ lots

-two storÅ homes minimize footprint

 and decrease building surface area

-introduction of ëurban gardensí

 to provide produce for both familÅ and   

 communitÅ

-increase in open space allows better

 access to light and air

-decreases site runoff

EXISTING

-individuallÅ owned lots

-single storÅ homes

-poor use and qualitÅ of open space

-poor sense of communitÅ

-waste of resources

FIVE POINTS FOR THE DESIGN OF THE SUSTAINABLE HOUSE

We are interested in exploring residential models that propose DENSITY as a way to reach a better e�  �
cacy in no detriment of the individuality. The model based on the extensive single�family house, which 
in big quantities destroys the natural territory making the services more expensive, looks obsolete. How�
ever, a deeply�rooted culture defends the individuality as a core value and an objective of a quality of 
life that we are not going to criticize now. However, it is possible to design housing areas that optimize 
the resources. In this way, the reduction of energy consumption is not only a requirement, but to make 
the housing developments rather produce energy and in such a way completing the list of positive 
ingredients: collection and reuse of water, greywater recycling, residual recycling and treatment, solar 
energy collection over the necessary, reuse of geothermic energy, handling of the solar incidence and the 
improvement of thermal inertia…etc
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CO-OP BLOCK

-co-op land ownership of entire block

-individual ownership of houses

-greater potential for garden

-greater potential for recreational use

-economic bene� ts of co-op ownership

-economies of scale

-political inÅ uence

-communitç identitç

-improvement in qualitç of open space

-strong sense of communitç
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vegetable garden

houseparking

groundcover

wildflowers

wildflowers

freedom lawn

trees

underground

cisterns

wildflowers

wild�ÅowerÅmeadowÅplanting

freedomÅlawn
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LANDSCAPE

-low maintenance lawn

-urban garden/community garden

 indigenous crops

 starter kit for the homebuyer

 seeds, tools, instructions

-water harvesting, cistern mound

-composting

-native trees for shading

-permeable paving




